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INTERTANKO ISTEC Committee

Terms of Reference  - ISTEC Navigation Working Group
(Endorsed by ISTEC September 2009)
Introduction
Safe navigation is of the utmost importance for ships. The increased number of merchant ships plying the ocean, together with the influx of new officers and technology, which whilst providing more opportunities, also provides more challenges and continues to emphasise the complex issues in safe navigation and the  importance of navigational related matters to INTERTANKO members.
Aim
The group will provide leadership on navigational matters whilst functioning as a forum where INTERTANKO members can discuss issues, form opinions and provide expertise guidance on navigational matters.  Every effort should be made so as to ensure that any decisions taken by the working group should address safe navigation and be relevant to all INTERTANKO members equally, as far as is practical.  Through this work, the group aims to provide up to date guidelines on best practices regarding navigation which will allow members to meet the following three INTERTANKO’s objectives:

"Zero fatalities - Zero pollution - Zero detentions"
Inter alia, the group will:
· Strive to enhance the safety of navigation of ships in general, and tankers in particular, on a world wide basis;
· Develop policies and positions on any matter pertaining to navigation and forward those to ISTEC for endorsement and the INTERTANKO Council for approval, if necessary and when required;
· Issue guidelines and assistance pertaining to safe navigation for the benefit of INTERTANKO members;

· Provide warnings and/or advice to members; 

· Provide expert comments on any proposal in any associated area as appropriate;
· Participate in relevant industry and IMO work pertaining to safe navigation; and
· Review issues which are unreasonable, arbitrary and contrary to industry safe practice.

· Serve as a focal point for collecting experience/feedback from members as regards area-specific navigation risks for subsequent circulation to the industry
Participation 
The group is open to all INTERTANKO full members on an ad-hoc basis as issues arise.  If additional specific expertise is required for an issue, associate members and non-INTERTANKO members may be invited to join the group on an ad-hoc basis after agreement or invitation by the working group. 
The group shall be provided with secretarial support from the INTERTANKO secretariat.
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